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Welcome to Second Grade!

Dear Parents,

I would like to welcome you and your child to second grade.  Here is some important information about what we will be learning as well as the procedures in second grade.  You may wish to print it out and place it in the Family Information Packet sent home on the first day of school.  Please refer to this and that packet throughout the year.  If you have any questions, please send a note to school or email me.
Class News:


Our 2A Room Mothers will send out a sign up sheet for class parties, field trips, etc.  Please consider assisting with these activities.

Family Information Packet:


All of you should have received a Family Information Packet (blue folder) on the first day of school.  Please keep this information packet handy.  Use it as a reference, and a place to store all important second grade papers.

Sources of Communication:


Your child’s Homework Notebook and Take Home Folder are our primary sources of communication.   Please check each one on a daily basis! 


The class web page is updated weekly with class and school news as well as the test schedule.  Please include checking our class web page as a part of your weekly routine.  It can be found on the teacher pages at www.stjudebr.org.  Emails will also be sent periodically.  Please be sure to check your email preferences on Edline so that you may receive these important messages.  

I truly believe that an open line of communication is vital to your child’s success in second grade, so please feel free to contact me with a note, phone message, or email should you ever have any questions or concerns.  I usually check my email during morning enrichment and sometimes during afternoon recess.    I will respond to emails in the timeliest manner possible.   My email address is:  sbone@stjudebr.org.  

Changes in Transportation:  

Please send a written note if your child is to go home a different way on any particular day.  For your child’s safety, I cannot allow these changes to take place without a written note or a message from the office.  If you call the office with a transportation change, please ask Ms. Peggy to inform me by email and the intercom.  Please do not email any transportation changes, especially in the afternoons!
Absences/Early Check Out:


Each day your child is absent a phone call should be made to the office by 9:00 a.m. unless they have been previously notified.  An email to his/her teachers is very helpful in preparing your child’s missed work.  Students are responsible for all missed work and tests upon their return to school, unless prior arrangements have been made. This applies to children checking out early as well.  Advanced notice regarding any planned absences or checkouts is also very much appreciated.  All missed work will be sent to the office by 3:00 p.m. each day. 
Classroom Environment:


Our classroom rules have been thoroughly explained to students and are posted.  When a rule is broken, the child is sent to the conduct chart.  A stick is pulled to correspond with the particular rule broken.  Students are given warnings prior to doing so.  If a green slip goes home with a conduct report, please understand that instruction was probably disrupted several times. For each stick pulled 2 points are deducted from the weekly conduct grade.  Conduct reports are sent home on Friday.  They are to be signed and returned by the following Tuesday.  

Students are recognized for positive behavior, particularly respectfulness and responsibility, through our “STAR Student” incentive program.  Students can earn gold “star” tickets for a chance to visit the Star Treasure box with their good behavior.  Students’ tickets are pulled weekly.
Testing Information:


In your Family Information Packet, the second grade testing procedures are for each nine weeks are outlined for you.  All tests are read aloud during the first nine weeks.  Suggestions for checking work and test-taking strategies are also being offered.  

Test Folders:


Each Monday, test folders will go home with the previous week’s graded tests, assignments, etc.  Please take a moment to review these with your child.  Test folders should be signed and returned by Wednesday.

Curriculum:


Core Knowledge: We are very pleased with the Core Knowledge component of our curriculum.  Students will learn the meanings of phrases and sayings as well as discuss different forms of poetry in Cultural Literacy lessons.  We have also added new topics to our Social Studies and Science curriculum.


Religion:  What an important year this is for your child’s faith formation!  We will be working closely with you in preparing for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.  Mrs. Mart, our religious coordinator, will also assist us, and will send home important information about these sacraments.  

Religion grades consist of Friday chapter tests, projects, and class assignments.  Study guides are sent home on Monday for chapter tests.  When studying for a chapter test, utilize the study guide.  Key words and concepts are reviewed at school on a daily basis.  It is strongly recommended that you review the study guide for a few minutes each evening.

English:  English grades consist of quizzes, class assignments, homework, writing projects, study guides, and a comprehensive Unit test that is given at the end of each unit.  Study guides are used to review for a Unit test.


Social Studies/Science:  Social Studies is taught the first semester and Science is taught during the second semester.  Grades consist of quizzes, tests, class assignments, homework, and projects.  There will be a natural progression toward more difficult material; therefore, studying two nights is suggested.  Vocabulary PowerPoints will typically be available on my webpage for your child to review.

Writing:  Writing is an important part of second grade.  During the year, we will be completing seasonal writing assignments.  These projects will take your child through the entire writing process and will teach them the basic components of a good, solid paragraph and introduce them to various forms of writing.   Writing folders will be created for these projects.  These writing projects are included in the English grade.

Test Schedule


  Our test schedule can be found on our class web page located at the school’s website, www.stjudebr.org.  When a test is scheduled for Tuesday, textbooks will be sent home over the weekend.  Students are encouraged to study two nights for tests.

Edline


  Your child’s grades can be viewed on Edline.  There is a link to Edline on our school website, www.stjudebr.org, under Parent Info.  Grades are updated on a weekly basis.  Some grades, such as timed quizzes and homework grades are posted at the end of the nine weeks period.  Please be sure to check your email preferences on Edline so you can receive notification of posted grades and emails with class information.
Daily Pack-Up:


Every day, your child writes his/her assignment in their Homework Notebook.  Your child also makes a list of the “Books I Need”.  During our packing up, I also review their “Books I Need” list with them.  Please check your child’s Homework Notebook and Take Home folder on a daily basis. 

Please help your child check his/her booksack each night so that all books, notebooks, folders, etc. are packed for the next school day.  In second grade we are working on developing more responsibility and independence with regards to school work.

Handwriting:  

During the first semester, the children will continue to review the proper formation of upper and lowercase letters.  Attached is a copy of the Zaner Bloser alphabet that we are using.  We will begin cursive in the second semester.

Your support at home makes a huge difference in how your child performs at school and can enhance their academic achievements.  Please look over the following page for suggestions about the type of support you can provide your child during the upcoming year.
Parents can advance their children’s education when they provide the following kinds of SUPPORT:

S =  Supervise homework. 
       Establish a time, place, and space where the child can complete any homework. 
       Check your child’s work for completeness, neatness, and accuracy. 
       Review any concepts that have not been mastered.
U = Unite with the school administration by familiarizing yourself and complying with the school 
       policies as outlined in the school handbook.  
       Respect the teacher’s obligation to enforce school rules.

P =  Provide honest, respectful feedback to both student and teacher.  
      Inform teachers of stresses in the child’s life that may impact learning or socialization.

P = Promote responsibility and maturity in your child through chores, checklists, deadlines, and 
      reasonable standards of performance.

O = Organize the household for school success. Provide a designated place for your child to 
      store booksack, tennis shoes, etc. for the next day.  
      Establish habits of adequate sleep and regular bedtimes.
      Plan nourishing meals, (especially breakfast) school lunches, and snacks. 
      Teach personal hygiene skills like teeth brushing, hair care, and bathing.

R = Regulate a balanced schedule to include schoolwork, play, extracurricular interest, family
      time, leisure and prayer time. 
      Limit or eliminate TV and other electronic media on school days.

T = Teach your child to name, claim, and tame personal behavior. 

       In other words, teach your child to accept ownership for his/her choices by admitting to a 

       choice, accepting consequences without shifting blame to others, and apologizing when 

       necessary.
In closing, I would like to add that I am delighted to be your child’s second grade teacher.  It is my sincere hope that I can provide an exciting atmosphere for learning that appeals to all students.  I hope that my efforts will create in your child a love of learning and a love of themselves.  I look forward to a great year!

Yours truly,

Shawn Bone
