
Math

[image: image1.wmf]
Dear Parents,

I am happy to be your child’s math teacher!  There are a few points that I would like to share with you about my math class.  This year we will be focusing on the basic fifth grade math skills.  These skills include place value, decimals, division, graphs, probability, geometry, and fractions.

Basic Facts - By fifth grade the students should have mastered their basic facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division), therefore we will not be spending time on reviewing and learning these facts.  This year your child will need to have quick recall of these facts as we get into decimals, fractions, word problems, long division, etc.  If your child is rusty and needs to go back over these facts, please have him/her use flashcards, etc.  There are many fun, free, and educational games that your child can play on the Internet such as funbrain.com.  

Quizzes and Tests -- Chapter tests and section tests (tests given at the halfway point in a chapter) are given every two to three weeks.  The dates are always posted on my web page, on the test board in the classroom, and in your child’s planner.  Along with the chapter tests and section tests, quizzes and “pop quizzes” may be given.  Quizzes are announced and are given periodically.  Quizzes are worth less than tests.  “Pop quizzes” are quizzes that are unannounced and do not appear on the web page.   These quizzes are given to make sure that the students are understanding the material.  Test papers go home every Tuesday and can be found in your child’s Take Home Folder.  Please sign your complete name on the first page of each test and have your child return them by Wednesday of the same week. 

Homework -- In order to practice the concepts that are learned in class, your child will usually have math homework Monday through Thursday.  This homework will usually be either a workbook page (front and back), a worksheet, rework of the homework turned in, or to study for a test or quiz.   The homework is written on the board and stays up until the next day.  At the end of class, the students write their homework assignments down in their planners. 

Homework Grade -- Each student begins the nine weeks with one hundred points.  Each time an assignment is not completed, five points are deducted from this homework grade.  At the end of the nine weeks, the homework grade will be averaged in with the quizzes and chapter tests and a grade will be assigned.  If a student misses two assignments in a row, a parent contact letter will be sent home.  This letter should be signed and returned to school the next day with the completed assignments. 

To view posted tests and quizzes and to see other information about our math class, please visit my web page.  You can access this page by going to www.stjudebr.org, clicking on “teacher pages” and then on “Downing - 5A”.

I am happy to be working with you and your child!  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Thank you!

Margaret Downing


