Dear Parents,                                                                                        English / Religion
August 15, 2010
       Welcome to Middle School!  I am delighted to have your child in my class.  There are a few points that I would like to share with you to keep you informed on your child’s activities at school.  I hope this information will clear up any questions that you may have.

HOMEWORK/ HOMEWORK BOARD

Homework is a valuable tool to help reinforce skills that have been previously taught.  Completion of all homework is imperative to success on all tests; therefore, all assignments should be taken seriously.  Students should read and review materials from class on a daily basis.  This eliminates cramming.  Class participation and completion of all homework will ease test preparation.

Each child starts each nine-week period with 100 points.  A certain amount of points will be deducted from these points for each assignment not turned in.  (Usually 5 points)  If your child misses two assignments in a row, you will receive a Parent Contact Letter.  This letter will list assignments missed and must be returned signed the next day with the completed work.

Students are encouraged to use their planners.  My homework board will list homework for the evening and tests for the week.

Test schedules will be coordinated with other Middle School teachers.  Every effort will be made to inform students of a test three days in advance.  No child should have more than three tests a day.

BONUSES

English - Students have the opportunity to earn extra bonus points by correcting sentences daily.

Religion – Students have the opportunity to earn bonus points by writing the School Mass message, Sunday gospel message, having a daily quote NB check, and doing small projects.

Bonus points earned will be added to each student’s grade at the end of each nine weeks.
GRADES
Grades will be based on homework, tests, writing assignments, projects, bonuses and participation.
All test papers will be sent home for parent’s full signature every Tuesday and must be returned by Wednesday.
The following grading scale will be used:

                   100-94 = A

                     93-86 = B

                     85-78 = C

                     77-70 = D

                       69-0 = F

EDLINE 

Always know your child’s grade.  Check Edline on a regular basis.  I will post students’ grades weekly.

DISCIPLINE

Middle School has a conduct card which is kept in student’s planner at all times.  Keep up with your child’s behavior by checking it daily. 

 An Honor Code has been incorporated into our discipline system. This Honor Code is in the front of your child’s planner.  Each child has read it and signed acknowledging their full understanding of the code.
 The Middle School Discipline Plan explaining the management of infractions as well as the honor code has been sent home.   Each class in Middle School has the same rules.  Every student will be expected to know and to follow these rules, or consequences will occur.

HANDWRITING

All work will be done in cursive, using blue or black ink.  For work to be graded, it should be legible.

ABSENCES

Students are responsible for make-up work and tests.  They should check with each teacher after being sick.

If you know that your child will be out of town a certain day or days, please send a note well in advance to request work missed.  It is impossible to get this work together the day before the child leaves.

CONFERENCES

If a conference is needed, please call the school office or send a note with your child.

You may e-mail me.  My address is mreech@stjudebr.org.

SCHOOL WEBSITE ADDRESS

www.stjudebr.org

You can find your child’s test schedule and any pertinent information on this site for each teacher.

Thank you for your cooperation and for attending our open house.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann Reech

