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WELCOME

Science and Social Studies

Dear Parents,

Welcome to fifth grade and to Middle School!  We are off to a great start!  I would like to share some information with you concerning this school year. 

Take Home Folder/Planner

Please check your child’s Take Home Folder and planner daily for any important notices, homework assignments, tests that need to be signed, and test schedules.

Web Page

Please go to our class web page to find information on what we are learning, any activities for the week, as well as our test schedule.  You can access our class web page by going to www.stjudebr.org  Click on “teacher pages” and then 5A-Downing. 

Field Trips
The students will be going on two field trips.  More information will be sent home about these trips in the Fall and Spring.  

Core Knowledge

St. Jude School adopted the Core Knowledge Program three years ago.  E. D. Hirsch, Jr. designed the program and he believed that each child should have a specific core of knowledge upon graduation from eighth grade.  In fifth grade, the Core Knowledge Program is used as an enrichment to our curriculum as we continue to use our current textbooks and workbooks.     

Social Studies

We started our first unit this week, Map Skills.  We are learning about latitude and longitude as well as the different hemispheres.  This unit is not in the textbook.  For the test, your child will need to study all handouts given.  The materials for social studies include the textbook, workbook, notebook, and folder.  All handouts for social studies can be found in the your child’s green folder.  Chapter tests, quizzes,  “pop quizzes”, and projects will be given in social studies.  Chapter tests, quizzes, and projects are announced and will appear on my class web page as well as in your child’s planner.  “Pop quizzes” are unannounced and therefore will not appear on the web page or in the planner.  The tests and quizzes will include the material in the textbook, the material in your child’s social studies notebook, handouts, along with the discussions in class.  Test grades are worth more than quiz grades.  Your child will be learning to take notes this year from their textbook.  Please have your child review these social studies concepts daily. 

Science

We are learning about the characteristics of the oceans and the impact they have on us. This year we will be learning about the Scientific Method.  We will be conducting experiments and engaging in different types of scientific activities.  Occasionally, I will ask for materials for these experiments and activities to be brought from home.  Your child’s materials for science are the textbook and the notebook.  All of the information regarding testing is the same for social studies and science.  Labs may be picked up for a grade as well. 

Handwriting
Any tests or assignments that are turned in for science and social studies should be written neatly in cursive and in blue or black ink.

Homework 

Your child will periodically have homework in science and social studies.  At the end of each class, the students write their homework assignments down in their planners. These homework assignments stay on the board until the following day.

Homework Grade -- Each student begins the nine weeks with one hundred points.  Each time an assignment is not completed, five points are deducted from this homework grade.  At the end of the nine weeks, the homework grade will be averaged in with the quizzes and chapter tests and a grade will be assigned.  If a student misses two assignments in a row, a parent contact letter will be sent home.  This letter should be signed and returned to school the next day with the completed assignments. 

Tests Schedules 

Test schedules are coordinated with the other fifth grade teachers.  There should be no more than three tests or quizzes in a day.  This does not include “pop quizzes.”  

Test papers will go home every Tuesday.  Please sign your full name on the first page of each test and have your child return it to school by Wednesday.

Conduct Cards

Your child’s conduct card can be found in the back of his/her planner.  Each week the conduct card is issued on Friday and picked up on Thursday of the following week.  A signature on the card is not required unless the student’s grade falls below an 80%. 

Conferences

If you need to schedule a conference, you can send a note with your child, call the school office, or e-mail me at gdowning@stjudebr.org
I hope this answers any questions that you may have.  I look forward to a very happy and productive year with your child!

Thank you!

Margaret Downing
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