Required Materials and Course Information 2011-12
Religion – 7th and 8th grades

Mrs. Shivaun Davis

Course Information

The current textbook for both 7th and 8th grade Religion classes was eight years in the making and provides the students with the latest faith teachings and resources of the Catholic Church.  It has a wealth of information for the students to use in and out of class.

In addition to the text, we will use a variety of print and electronic resources to develop a better understanding of the life of Christ, which is covered in our 7th grade text, and in the history of the Catholic Church, which is covered in the 8th grade text.  Special units on the rosary, the selection of a pope, ordination of priests, and lives of saints are also planned for the year.  

Students will take part in school Masses, retreats, student-led prayer in 8th grade, special presentations by guest speakers, and regular recitation of the Rosary.  Eighth grade students will also be assigned a kindergarten Mass Buddy.  Several activities and projects are planned to help develop this special year long relationship.  

Again this year I will be adding the Come, Lord Jesus program to the 8th grade curriculum.  Students will study scripture in a small group setting.  Plans are to implement this program in October.  

Both 7th and 8th grade students will listen to and analyze both contemporary and Christian music not just contemporary Christian music.  A few of the artists we will be discovering include Rascal Flats, James Taylor, Reliant K, Los Lonely Boys, Jeremy Camp, Michael W. Smith, Carol King, Twila Paris, and Brad Paisley.  Students are encouraged to submit songs for this portion of our class.  I am open to all genres of music but all lyrics must be submitted and approved by me before they can be used in the classroom.

Required Materials

All students should report to every class with loose leaf paper, ink pens (blue or black), a highlighter, colored pencils / markers, and the specific materials listed below. 

· Religion textbook:

· 7th -  We Live Our Faith…As Disciples of Christ (Sadlier 2007)

· 8th - We Live Our  Faith…As Members of the Church (Sadlier 2007)

· Rosary 

· Purple pocket folder clearly labeled with name, number, and RELIGION

Assessment

Tests will be given after each chapter and at the completion of each unit.  Study Guides will be provided for all tests.  There will be a mid-term and a final exam in this class and a Study Guide will be provided for this as well.  Individual and group projects will be assigned during the year.  Any group project will include individual assignments so that grades can be assessed accordingly.  Class participation is expected and will be assessed each nine weeks.  Responses to our contemporary music study will also be graded for bonus points.   A homework grade is also given each nine weeks.  
