Required Materials and Course Information 2011-2012
Literature – 6th grade
Mrs. Shivaun Davis

Course Information

During this year, we will explore many genres of literature including novels, short stories, poetry, and myths and legends.  There will also be instruction in vocabulary and spelling.

The Prentice Hall Literature series used in 6th grade is significantly more complex than the series used in 5th grade.  Students are encouraged to re-read material covered in class each night to ensure comprehension.  This year, we have a new textbook.  Students have been assigned a copy to keep at home and one for use in the classroom.  They are responsible for any damages to either book.

Required Materials

All students should report to class with loose-leaf paper, ink pens (blue or black), a highlighter, and specific materials listed below.   Please note that note cards are not needed this year.
· Yellow pocket folder clearly labeled with name and LITERATURE

· Literature textbook – school copy and home copy
· Vocabulary book – Level A

Assessment

Tests will be given at the end of each novel, story or group of assigned poetry readings.   An independent reading project – advertising poster and book report – is planned for the second nine weeks.  As a class, we will read Tuck Everlasting during the second semester.  During the last nine weeks, we will cover mythology and at that time we’ll be reading an adapted version of The Odyssey.
Work in spelling and vocabulary will be assessed over a two week period.  At the end of the first week, a spelling test will be given.  At the end of the second week, a test on definitions, pronunciation, and parts of speech for the list of 20 words in each unit will be given.  Daily homework assignments are detailed in the front of the vocabulary workbook.  Please be aware that missed spelling tests are not made up.
Bonus points are awarded at the end of each nine week period. Points will be given for Bonus Tests (following selected reading assignments) and Accelerated Reader.  A homework grade is also given for each nine week period.
Core Knowledge
Again this year we will implement part of the Core Knowledge curriculum in Literature.  We will focus on poetry, Cultural Literacy (sayings and phrases), vocabulary, and spelling.  
Poetry

In addition to poetry contained in our text, students will be exposed to additional works that are part of the Core Knowledge curriculum. Our goals in working with these pieces of Literature are simply awareness and enjoyment.  Any testing on these works will be done as bonus point activities.

Cultural Literacy

Approximately ten Cultural Literacy terms will be tested each nine weeks.  Each student has a folder containing the phrases we’ll be covering this year.  Each week students will be exposed to two new sayings or phrases.  They will record explanations and meanings for each term in their folders. This folder will stay at school until all material is covered for a given nine week period. At about the fifth week of the nine week period, this folder will be sent home so that students can begin studying for the test which will normally be during the eighth week of the nine week period.  On the day of the test, the folder must be returned to school.
Spelling

Three Core Knowledge spelling words will be added to each unit spelling test.  When we begin a new unit, these words will be recorded in their Vocabulary – Level A textbook / workbook.  These words should be written three times each as homework on “day one” of the two week homework cycle.  Definitions and pronunciations for these words are not required.

Vocabulary 
The sixth grade Core Knowledge vocabulary words focus on Greek and Latin roots.  Many words in the English language are built from word parts that come from Latin and ancient Greek.  Learning these roots will help students understand new words for years to come. Two of these Core Knowledge words will be added to each unit vocabulary test.  Students will record these words and their definitions in their Vocabulary – Level A textbook / workbook when we begin each unit.  These two words will be tested by definition only.
The book What Your Sixth Grader Needs to Know by E.D. Hirsch, Jr., contains much of the material we will be covering throughout the year.  This book is available at local bookstores as well as Sam’s.
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Attendance

Students arriving after the second bell are counted as tardy.   More than five unexcused tardies result in a detention.  Students who are absent are responsible for make-up work and tests.  During homeroom, a child will be assigned to get work for an absent student.  This work and necessary textbooks will be brought to the office at the end of the day.
Transportation

Changes in transportation should be called into the office.  While email is a wonderful tool, computer problems can and do happen.   I may not check my email until the end of the day after your child has already been dismissed.  In addition, substitute teachers do not always have access to email in a teacher’s classroom. If you alert the office of a change, you can be sure they will notify me or my substitute.
Homework
Homework is a valuable tool to help reinforce skills that have been previously taught.  

Satisfactory completion is expected and is a key component to success on all tests.  These 
assignments should be taken seriously.  All homework is written on the board each day before the end of the class period.  Students begin each nine weeks with 100 points for homework.  For each missed assignment, points are deducted from this grade.  If your child misses two assignments in a row, you will receive a Parent Contact Letter.  This letter will list assignments missed and must be signed and returned with the completed work.  

Tests
Test information is written on the board in my classroom and posted on my web page.  Test schedules will be coordinated with other Middle School teachers.  Every effort will be made to inform students of tests no later than three days in advance.  Test papers will be sent home on Tuesday.  All test papers must be signed and returned by Thursday.   The grade scale can be found in the student handbook which is online.
Discipline
The Middle School Discipline Plan was sent home earlier this year.  Every student is expected to follow all rules or consequences will occur.   Please pay special attention to the Honor Code and Honor Pledge.  These are posted in my classroom and each student has a copy of the pledge in the back of their planner. I expect every student to treat their classmates and teachers with respect at all times.  Failure to meet this expectation will be handled appropriately.  If there is a repeated problem in this area, a Parent / Teacher Conference may be necessary.
Handwriting

Students are expected to write in cursive unless otherwise directed.
They can take notes in any color ink but work submitted must be in blue or black ink.

Conferences
If you would like to meet with me to discuss your child’s progress in my class, please call the office (769-2344) or contact me via email (sdavis@stjudebr.org) and we can set up an appointment.  I am available most mornings before school.

