Sixth Grade Summer Reading 2010

All incoming students are required to read My Louisiana Sky by Kimberly Willis Holt.
This should be completed by the first day of school and will be studied as a class.
Information on this novel will be tested periodically within the first two weeks of school.

In addition, students will select a second book of their choice from the list below and
complete a project which will enable them to share their knowledge of the book with
their Literature teacher and their classmates.

Students should select one of the following novels to read:

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

The Ghost Belonged to Me by Richard Peck
Schooled by Gordon Korman

Heart of a Shepard by Roseanne Parry
Heat by Mike Lupica

Pandora Gets Jealous by Carolyn Hennesey

Students should select one of the following project formats to develop a presentation on
the second novel they’ve read. This choice will be used as an aid in the student’s oral
presentation on the novel he/she has read. Students are encouraged to use note cards
during their oral presentation. No written / typed report will be turned in.

Presentation Format Choices: (Select only one.)

e PowerPoint Presentation
o0 This should be brought to school on a memory stick or flash drive that will
be used for the presentation and then returned to the student.
o0 Students will develop a PowerPoint presentation (minimum of six and a
maximum of eight slides) detailing the following:
= The setting of the novel
= Characters — major and minor including a description of each
= Plot summary and key events of the story
= Personal opinion about the novel

e Thinking Map Presentation
o0 Students will develop a series of Thinking Maps (these have been studied
at St. Jude for the past two years) to present information on their novel.
0 These should be mounted or drawn on a piece of poster paper 18” x 24” in
size.
0 Thinking Maps to include are:
= Bubble Map - to discuss character analysis of main character(s)
= Flow Map - to explain the sequence of events in the story



o0 In addition to explaining details about the Thinking Maps, students should
be able to discuss the setting of the story and offer their opinion of the
novel at the conclusion of their oral presentation.

e Collage Presentation

o0 The collage will depict a significant event from the beginning, middle and
end of the novel.

0 Using these three events, students should be able to explain the plot
summary of the novel in their oral presentation.

0 The events of the novel can be created using original art, computer clip
art, photographs, or pictures from magazines.

0 This should be done on poster paper 18” x 24” in size.

o In addition to explaining details about the events depicted in the collage,
students are required to be able to explain the setting, characters, and offer
their opinion of the book.

Samples of a PowerPoint presentation and Thinking Maps can be found at the end of
this document.

When developing your personal opinion statements, the following examples should be
considered.

= | liked the novel because

= | disliked the novel because
= The author’s message was
= | would recommend this novel because

= The character that I related to the most was because
= This novel left me with a feeling of because
= My favorite part of the novel was because

All visuals and presentation materials are due in class on Thursday, August 12,
2010. Oral presentations will begin on this day.





































Main Characters:

Corey — likes pulling pranks on people, talkative, curious
Travis- also likes pulling pranks on people, outgoing
Grandmother- sensible, laid-back yet organized

Seth- is a ghost, young, curious, always has fun with
pranks

Caleb- is a ghost, depressed, weary, but likes having fun
Ira. ghost, seems mature, dreary, prankster
Miss Ada: cruel, and selfish



Setting:

 New York- busy city where Corey and Travis live

e Fox Hill Inn- an Inn in Vermont which Grandma
owns and where Corey and Travis will stay for

the summer



Summary

Travis and Corey are two kids who are always getting in
trouble with the pranks they pull on people. They leave
their home in New York to spend their summer with their
grandmother who owns an inn in Vermont. When they
hear that the inn has a history of ghosts, Corey and Travis
find perfect opportunities to scare the guests. They think
their jokes are harmless and funny until something goes
wrong. They accidently awakened the real ghosts that
haunted the inn long ago. They figured out that years
before the Inn existed, it was a poor farm. Many people
suffered and died because of the owner, Miss Ada.



Summary continued...

Miss Ada had a secret account book with all the peoples
names in it who died at the poor farm because of her.
Corey and Travis need to find the book and follow what
the ghosts say in order for them to go back to sleep.
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By: Lauren Johnson
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